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William is Free! 


On June 25, 
1988, after five 
years of interna- 
ional pressure, the 
| Mexican govern- 
{ment released 
=| Puerto Rican Pris- 
oner of War 
(POW) William 
Morales from their 
jails. Escorted by 
Puerto Rican Na- 
tionalist Rafael 
Cancel Miranda 
and former Puerto 
Rican political 

ee Se prisoner Pablo 
Marcano Garcia, William flew to Cuba where he was 
given political asylum. An outraged US State Dept. 
recalled its ambassador to Mexico, calling Mexico’s action 
an “inexplicable affront” to the US. William's freedom is 
not inexplicable. It represents a tremendous victory for 
the Puerto Rican independence movement, which waged 
a continuous campaign in Puerto Rico, Latin America, 
Mexico, and in the US to gain William’s freedom. This 
international and internal pressure forced the Mexican 
Government to deny William’s extradition to the US. 
Mexico has upheld its historical commitment to safeguard 
those who are politically persecuted. 

William has long been a hero of the Puerto Rican 
independence movement. In 1978, he was captured in 
New York City after a bomb explosion, in which he lost 
several fingers on both hands. He was accused by the US 
government of being a member of the FALN. He became 
the first Puerto Rican political prisoner to take a POW 
position. In April, 1979, he escaped from the window of 
his prison hospital room. He remained free for four years 
in clandestinity until he was captured with the help of US 
officials in Mexico in May, 1983. Once again William has 
escaped the reach of US imperialism. We salute you 
William. And we salute all those who have fought for you 
and with you. 

Que Viva Puerto Rico Libre! 






US Colonialism 
Exposed Before UN 


Every year since 1973, the case of Puerto Rico has 
been brought before the Decolonization Committee of 
the United Nations. Consistently the world community 
has demanded that the United States proceed in a timely 
fashion to grant the nation of Puerto Rico its fundamen- 
tal human right of independence and self-determination. 
Not surprisingly, the US has at each point, rejected these 
recommendations. It has brought pressure on the 
countries serving on the Decolonization Committee to 
declare Puerto Rico a question internal to the United 
States, not of international concern. 

Again this year the question of Puerto Rico will be 
debated by the Decolonization Committee, beginning 
August 15. Leaders from all sectors of the independence 
movement will travel to New York to give testimony. 
After testimony is given, the member nations will debate 
the question and produce a resolution to be sent to the 
General Assembly. The hearings are open to the general 
public and give one a profound sense of the US's moral 
isolation as one of the few remaining colonial powers in 
the world. 

This year a number of activities will surround the 
Hearings on Puerto Rico. From August 1 until August 31, 
in the gallery of the United Nations, there will be an 
exhibit of art of 60 of the most respected Puerto Rican 
artists from Puerto Rico and 20 from the United States. 
This exhibit will also include the art of some of the Puerto 
Rican prisoners of war—anti-colonial freedom fighters 
who therefore claim protection of international law. On 
August 15 there will be a march from El Barrio (116th and 
Lexington Avenue in Manhattan) beginning at 1:30 in the 
afternoon. The march will culminate with a rally at 4:30 
pm at the United Nations, where many of the leaders who 
will be testifying before the Decolonization Committee 
will speak. 


FPRC Article "Most Censored’ in '87 


Recently an article written by the Free Puerto Rico 
Committee about US colonialism in Puerto Rico was 
selected as one of the 25 top censored articles of 1987. 
The article printed in the Northern Sun News was chosen 
by Project Censored of Sonoma State University, CA. 


The Human Rights Problem 
is Right Here in the USA 


“What about the treatment of the women in the 
Lexington Control Unit (LCU)?” The Soviet Union asked 
the US at the recent US-USSR summit. The Soviet Union’s 
concern for the women in the LCU, along with its 
denouncement of the treatment of political prisoners in 
US prisons, indicates the tremendous national and inter- 
national impact the work to oppose the LCU has had. 

It also reveals the hypocrisy of the US government 
in questioning the Soviet Union on human rights viola- 
tions, when the US refuses even to admit it has hundreds 
of political prisoners who are singled out for special 
harassment. 

In Puerto Rico, a woman legislator, a member of 
the pro-statehood party (PNP), read about the situation 
of Alejandrina Torres. She was so outraged about the 
abuse to which Puerto Rican POW Alejandrina Torres, 
and the other women in the LCU are subjected, that she 
sponsored a resolution in the Puerto Rican House of 
Representatives. The resolution condemned the Control 
Unit; demanded its immediate closure, and called for 
prosecution of those responsible for the torture. The 
resolution passed unanimously in the House, as did 
similar legislation in the Puerto Rican Senate. 

In Washington D.C., a lawsuit filed by the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and the attorneys of 
three of the women in the LCU, has put the government 
and the Bureau of Prisons (BOP) on the defensive. Ina 
court hearing in early June, one supporter, from the Jonah 
House in of the lawsuit was dragged from the courtroom 
when he refused to stand. When another supporter 
intervened to protect his friend from being beaten by the 
Federal Marshall , both were charged with assault. 

In the face of this pressure, the BOP has an- 
nounced that a prison in Marianna, FL, will open on July 
18, 1988. Marianna is the BOP’s substitute for the LCU. It 
is located 75 miles west of Tallahassee, FL, and will house 
up to 100 women in a self-contained unit, surrounded by 
a men’s prison, according to BOP director J. Michael 
Quinlan in June, 1988. All the women from Lexington are 
designated to be sent to the Marianna unit. 

The forced closure of the million dollar Lexington 
Control Unit 21 months after its opening is indeed a 
victory. However, the women are still there and are 
suffering what the ACLU has accurately documented as 
psychological torture. 

To demand the immediate closure of Lexington; 
the transfer of the women to general population; and to 
stop the opening of Marianna, we demonstrated at Lex- 
ington on July 3, 1988. We marched right up to the gates 
of the prison to let the BOP know that we are not satisfied 
with verbal promises. We want the LCU shut down NOW. 
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MARCHA PRO DERECHOS HUMANOS 
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Participarán: 
Rev. José Torres 
Josefina Rodríguez 
Dr. Luis Nieves Falcón 


Acto artistico: Taoné, Mapeyé 
y Voces de Puerto Rico 






del Capitolio hasta el 
Parque Luis Muñoz Rivera 












*Envia tu aportación económica a: Comité Pro Derechos Humanos Alejandrina, Apartado 20190, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 00928 
An advertisement which appeared in Puerto Rico. Over 3000 people 
attended the program iri San Juan in solidarity with Alejandrina Torres. 
Speakers and representatives from the labor, civic and religious 
movement; leaders of women’s organizations; leading Puerto Rican 
intellectuals; leaders from all levels of the Puerto Rican independence 
movement as well from the pro-Commonwealth and pro-statehood 
parties all participated. 


We know that the US government is frustrated not 
only by the international and national pressure to shut 
down Lexington, but also because of the government's 
complete failure to break the will and spirit of the women 
political prisoners. The government's goal of. driving 
these women to suicide has not changed. For that reason, 
we plan to continue our campaign if the women are 
transferred to Marianna. y 
Grand Jury from p.4 
Samuel Sanchez, another former activist, is hospitalized 
in serious condition after a brain hemorrhage. FBI agents 
were not only aware of these facts, but they visited 
Sanchez in the hospital before and after surgery, pressur- 
ing him to provide information (which he too refused to 
do). 

During Ramirez’s 20-minute hearing before Federal 
Judge Thomas Platt in Brooklyn, in front of dozens of sup- 
porters, Ramírez explained that he would never cooper- 
ate with FBI or grand jury efforts to gather intelligence 
aimed at disrupting the independence movement. His 
attorney argued that this grand jury violates international 
law against US colonial domination of Puerto Rico. But 
the Judge’s mind was already made up, and he ordered 
Ramirez to be jailed for the 15 remaining months of the 
grand jury. 

STOP THE GRAND JURY! 
Write to Nelson Ramírez: #24482-053 
MCC (9 North) 
105 Park Row 
New York, New York 10025 
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Grand Marshals in the 11th Annual People's Puerto Rican Day Parade in Chicago on June 11, 1988 





Ae | ind Balek 
, flanked by stu- 


dents from Pedro Albizu Campos High School. Left to Right: Humberto Pagan from the Anti-Electoral Front, Rita 
Zengotita, of the CUCRE, Jose Marti, Puerto Rican poet, Federico Fernandez from the Socialist Workers Movement, 
Epifelet and Deadina Escobar, parents of Puerto Rican POW Elizam Escobar, and Rev. Mike Yasutaki. 


Anti-Electoral Front 
Builds in Puerto Rico 


As the November gubernatorial elections ap- 
proach in Puerto Rico, a coalition of independentistas is 
building an Anti-Electoral Front (FAE) to offer an alterna- 
tive to participation in the voting process. The FAE is 
calling for a boycott of the elections as a part of building 
an alternative revolutionary movement in Puerto Rico. 
The FAE is directing its message at two sectors: the 
workers, who are not necessarily in the organized inde- 
pendence movement and the organized independence 
movement. The FAE, in a declaration published in March 
1988, argues that elections serve only to legitimize *the 
colonial government and build cynicism amongst Puerto 
Ricans who participate in them hoping for real changes 
in the crisis in Puerto Rico. One of their slogans which has 
appeared all over the streets of San Juan is “Don’t Vote 
to Lose, Organize to Win.” 

The FAE maintains that elections play no role in 
winning national independence for Puerto Rico. This 
conclusion flows from their analysis of the role of the 
colonial government in Puerto Rico, which is to stop 
resistance to colonialism, both through repression and 
cooptation. The Frente sees participation in elections as 
a way to build a colonized dependent mentality amongst 
Puerto Ricans; thereby discouraging dissent before it ma- 
terializes. Their campaign includes a media campaign 


directed at the Puerto Rican working class. A recent 
bumper sticker read “Don’t Vote for the Government of 
Thieves.” A pamphlet directed at workers describes the 
problems of unemployment and low wages as rooted in 
Puerto Rico’s relationship with the US, and transformed 
only by militant struggles of workers. As the FAE says— 
"We have to organize our working people to struggle not _ 
in the ballot boxes but in the street, where we have real 
possibilities of victory.” Their position has created a 
debate in the left in Puerto Rico. A recently published 
statement by the clandestine Revolutionary Puerto Rican 
Workers Party (PRTP) calls for support for the Puerto 
Rican Independence Party (PIP), as do editorials in the 
weekly independence newspaper Claridad, and in a bi- 
monthly publication Pensamiento Critico. The Ma- 
cheteros EPB, Popular Puerto Rican Army, is generally 
opposed to participation in elections. 

FAE spokesperson Humberto Pagan, speaking 
before a group of North American supporters, stated that 
the FAE intends to continue its work after the elections 
under a new name. According to Humberto, the FAE has 
already accomplished much in its short history. Groups 
on the independentist left have been able to come 
together and work on a common project. The position of 
the FAE has been taken seriously by the left and has 
generated popular interest as well. The FAE plans to 
analyze its work after November, and develop new 
campaigns as part of its work to build a revolutionary 
alternative. 


Grand Jury Witchhunts 


A new federal 
grand jury in Brooklyn, 
New York, investigat- 
ing the Puerto Rican in- 
dependence move- 
4 ment, has become the 
| latest tool for harassing 
4 and jailing independen- 
tistas. On June 15, 
Nelson Ramirez, a 28- 
year-old New York 
paramedic, was jailed 
H for refusing to comply 
with a grand jury sub- 
poena to provide his 
fingerprints and voice 
samples. He was held 
in “civil contempt” and 
will serve at least 15 months in federal prison — with 
absolutely no charge that he has committed any crime. 
The grand jury is allegedly investigating 1982 bombings 
of federal buildings in New York, credit for which was 
claimed by the Armed Forces of National Liberation 
(FALN), a clandestine independence organization. 
Ramirez had been politically inactive since his 1984 
graduation from Hunter College, where he was President 
of the Puerto Rican Student Union and a member of the 
National Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of 
War. FBI agents who served the subpoena on him in May 
attempted to interrogate him about his former comrades 
in the independence movement. 
Ramitez refused to cooperate, following the longtime 
Puerto Rican patriotic principle of noncollaboration with 
US colonial institutions which repress the movement for 
Puerto Rico’s self-determination. Since 1976, dozens of 
Puerto Rican independentistas and Mexican and North 
American supporters — including two members of the 
Free Puerto Rico Committee— have been jailed for taking 
the same stance. 
Ramirez remained strong even though his wife is 7 
months into a high-risk pregnancy, and his best friend 
conf. p.2 





Nelson Ramirez and wife outside federal 
courthouse just before he surrendered to 
authorities. 





Filiberto Ojeda Rios 
Out on Bail 


Following a protracted legal and political battle, 
Filiberto Ojeda Rios, the last of the “Puerto Rico Inde- 
pendence 15” to be kept in preventive detention, was 
finally freed on $1.2 million bail on May 20 after 32 
months in prison. But like co-defendant Juan Segarra 
Palmer, freed in February, Ojeda Rios must stay in 
Hartford, Connecticut, far from his family in Puerto Rico, 
observe a strict curfew, and wear an ankle bracelet which 
electronically monitors his movements. Ojeda Rios has 
been the longest-serving pre-trial detainee in US history. 
He is one of 15 independence activists arrested August 
30, 1986, and March 21, 1987, in massive FBI raids 
throughout Puerto Rico. The 15 are charged with 
participation in the Macheteros, a pro-independence 
guerrilla group, and conspiracy in that group’s 1983 $7 
million expropriation of a Wells Fargo truck in Hartford. 
Ojeda Rios has declared that US courts have no rights to 
try him or any Puerto Rican patriot. 

Ojeda Rios had been held without bail as an alleged 
“risk of flight” and “danger to the community.” Prosecu- 
tors cited his 15-year life in clandestinity and his self- 
defense shooting at FBI agents raiding his home (one 
agent was slightly wounded) in repeatedly arguing 
against defense motions for bail. In May, the 52-year-old 
Ojeda Rios’s situation became more urgent after triple- 
bypass heart surgery; a few days later, he was returned 
from the hospital to jail, where medical services are 
grossly inadequate. 

Federal appeals court judges, in overturning the trial 
judge’s denial of bail, openly expressed their “embarrass- 
meat” over the long preventive detention. This reflected 
the broad support of the 15 and the political and legal 
opposition to preventive detention among Puerto Ricans, 
North Americans and internationally. 

For over 1-1/2 years, pre-trial hearings have aired 
defense challenges to gross illegalities in the 
prosecution’s actions — from warrantless wiretaps, to 
invading bedroom privacy via bugs, to altering tapes of 
phone conversations. The trial may not begin until Fall, 
1988 — three years after the initial arrests. 





Free Puerto Rico Committee is a national organization that works to develop understanding and support for the struggle 
of the Puerto Rican people—invaded and seized by the US military in 1898—to liberate their nation and to establish an 
independent socialist society. As North Americans, we in the Free Puerto Rico Committee work under the leadership of the 
Movimiento de Liberacion Nacional Puertorriqueño, a US-based organization of Puerto Rican patriots. We have written 
material, slide and film programs on the history of Puerto Rico and the independence movement. Please write or call the 
chapter nearest you to obtain a brochure, or to set up an audiovisual program and discussion. 
Chicago—Box 295, 2520 N. Lincoln, Chicago, IL 60614 (312) 278-6706 
San Francisco—3543 18th St. #17, S.F., CA 94110 (415)561-9055 
New York—POB 022512,Cadman Plaza, Brooklyn, NY 11202-0052 (212)243-0202 
WE NEED YOU! 
















